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40 Days of Advent Readings
First Sunday of Advent: November 28, 2021
Candlelighter:
Advent is the observation and reflection on the anticipation of the coming of Christ.
Today we light the first candle of the Advent wreath. Each candle has a meaning. Today
we light the first candle, the candle of HOPE.

Reader 11:
Isaiah 2:1-5 - The word which Isaiah, the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem. Now it will come about that in the last days the mountain of the house of the
Lord, will be established as the chief of the mountains, and will be raised above the hills;
and all the nations will stream to it. And many people will come and say, “Come, let us
go up to the mountain of the Lord, To the house of the God of Jacob; That He may
teach us concerning His ways. And that we may walk in His paths.” For the law will go
forth from Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. And He will judge between
the nation and will render decisions for many peoples; And they will hammer their
swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword
against nation,and never again will they learn war. Come, house of Jacob, and let us
walk in the light of the Lord.

Reader 2:
Our Advent journey begins with a reflection on the sovereignty of God and the infallibility
of HIs will. Each of us is on the way to where God would have us be, but we’re not there
yet. But how shall we go? We shall go individually, each as a disciple of Christ. We shall
go together, as one body, living and trusting in one another. We shall go as this
community of faith, working side by side, and leaning into the grace of God every step
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First Sunday of Advent
of the way. We have hope that He who has begun a good work in us will bring it to
completion. God’s sovereignty is eternal and His will is infallible.

Reader 3:
Phllippians 1:3-10 - I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always offering
prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all, in view of your participation in the gospel
from the first day until now. For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a
good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus. For it is only right for me to
feel this way about you all, because I have you in my heart since both in my
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers of
grace with me. For God is my witness, how I long for you all with the affection of Christ
Jesus. And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge
and all discernment, so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to
be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; having been filled with the fruit of
righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

Song: O Come O Come Emmanuel
As performed by Pentatonix

Reader 4/Candlelighter: (Read as a prayer)
Psalm 31 - (Let us pray) In You, O Lord, I have taken refuge; Let me never be
ashamed; In Your righteousness deliver me. Incline Your ear to me, rescue me quickly;
Be to me a rock of strength, A stronghold to save me. For You are my rock and my
fortress; For Your name’s sake, You will lead me and guide me. You will pull me out of
the net which they have secretly laid for me, For You are my strength. Into Your hand I
commit my spirit; You have ransomed me, O Lord, God of truth. I hate those who regard
vain idols, But I trust in the Lord. I will rejoice and be glad in Your lovingkindness
Because You have seen my affliction; You have known the troubles of my soul, And
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First Sunday of Advent
You have not given me over into the hand of the enemy; You have set my feet in a large
place. Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am in distress; My eye is wasted away from grief,
my soul and my body also. For my life is spent with sorrow And my years with sighing;
My strength has failed because of my iniquity, And my body has wasted away. Because
of all my adversaries, I have become a reproach. Especially to my neighbors, And an
object of dread to my acquaintances; Those who see me in the street flee from me. I am
forgotten as a dead man, out of mind; I am like a broken vessel. For I have heard the
slander of many, Terror is on every side; While they took counsel together against me,
They schemed to take away my life. But as for me, I trust in You, O Lord, I say, “You are
my God.” My times are in Your hand; Deliver me from the hand of my enemies and from
those who persecute me. Make Your face to shine upon Your servant; Save me in Your
lovingkindness. Let me not be put to shame, O Lord, for I call upon You; Let the wicked
be put to shame, let them be silent in Sheol. Let the lying lips be mute, Which speak
arrogantly against the righteous With pride and contempt. How great is Your goodness,
Which You have stored up for those who fear You, Which You have wrought for those
who take refuge in You, Before the sons of men! You hide them in the secret place of
Your presence from the conspiracies of man; You keep them secretly in a shelter from
the strife of tongues. Blessed be the Lord, For He has made marvelous His
lovingkindness to me in a besieged city. As for me, I said in my alarm, “I am cut off from
before Your eyes”; Nevertheless You heard the voice of my supplications When I cried
to You. O love the Lord, all you His godly ones! The Lord preserves the faithful, and fully
recompenses the proud doer. Be strong and let your heart take courage, All you who
hope in the Lord. Amen
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40 Days of Advent Readings
Second Advent Sunday: December 5, 2021
Candlelighter:
Today we light the first and second candles of the Advent wreath. Each candle has a
meaning. The first candle is HOPE, the second candle is PEACE.

Reader 11:
Isaiah 11:1-10 - Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his
roots will bear fruit. The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of
the Lord. And He will delight in the fear of the Lord, and He will not judge by what His
eyes see, nor make a decision by what His ears hear;
But with righteousness He will judge the poor, And decide with fairness for the afflicted
of the earth; And He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath
of His lips He will slay the wicked. Also righteousness will be the belt about His loins,
and faithfulness the belt about His waist. And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, And the
leopard will lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the young lion and the fatling
together; And a little boy will lead them. Also the cow and the bear will graze, their
young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox.
The nursing child will play by the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child will put his
hand on the viper’s den. They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the
earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord. As the waters cover the sea. Then in that
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day, the nations will resort to the root of Jesse, Who will stand as a signal for the
peoples; And His resting place will be glorious.

Reader 2:
Last Sunday we lit the first candle—the candle of hope. Today we light the second
candle, the candle of PEACE. We light it knowing full well that peace is elusive, and in
some parts of the world, it is almost completely absent. Yet in this season of Advent, we
trust that God is never absent from us. God is always preparing something new. And
even where there is war and discord, whether between countries, within families, or
within our own hearts, God is present, gently leading us to new possibilities.
He is our peace who has broken down every wall. We can have temporary peace
knowing that He is in control of all things and we can have eternal peace knowing the
the birth of Christ only occurs because of God’s love and plan of redemption for us. We
must always remember that peace (or safety) is not in the absence of danger but peace
is in the presence of God.

Reader 3:
Colossians 3:1-17: Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the
things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on the
things above, not on the things that are on earth. For you have died and your life is
hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be
revealed with Him in glory. Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as
dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry.
For it is because of these things that the wrath of God will come upon the sons of
disobedience, and in them you also once walked, when you were living in them. But
now you also put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech
from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil
practices, and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge
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according to the image of the One who created him— a renewal in which there is no
distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian,
Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all. So, as those who have been
chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness and patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever
has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.
Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. Let the peace of
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.
Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing
one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in
your hearts to God. Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.

Song: Peace
As Performed by Michael McDonald
Lyrics:
I have come from so far away
Down the road of my own mistakes
In the hope you could hear me pray
Oh lord, keep me in your reach
How I've longed through these wasted years
To outrun all the pain and fear
Turned to stone from my uncried tears
And now it's your grace I seek
Love won't compromise
It's a gift, it's a sacrifice
My soul renewed, and my heart released
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In you I'll find my peace
Wondrous child of whom the angels sing
Know my joy, feel my suffering
Shining star make this love you bring
So bright that I may believe
That my way will not be lost
From now on, 'til that river's crossed
My soul renewed, and my spirit free
In you I'll find my peace

Reader 4/Candlelighter: (Read as a prayer)
Psalm 4 - (Let us pray) Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness! You have
relieved me in my distress; Be gracious to me and hear my prayer. O sons of men, how
long will my honor become a reproach? How long will you love what is worthless and
aim at deception? Selah. But know that the Lord has set apart the godly man for
Himself; The Lord hears when I call to Him. Tremble, and do not sin; Meditate in your
heart upon your bed, and be still. Selah. Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, And trust
in the Lord. Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?” Lift up the light of Your
countenance upon us, O Lord! You have put gladness in my heart, More than when
their grain and new wine abound. In peace I will both lie down and sleep, For You alone,
O Lord, make me to dwell in safety. Amen.
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40 Days of Advent Readings
Third Advent Sunday: December 12, 2021
Candlelighter:
Today we light the first, second, and third candles of the Advent wreath. Each candle
has a meaning. The first candle is HOPE, the second candle is PEACE, and the third
candle is JOY.

Reader 11:
Isaiah 55:1-13 - Ho! Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; And you who have no
money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk Without money and without cost.
“Why do you spend money for what is not bread? And your wages for what does not
satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, And delight yourself in abundance.
“Incline your ear and come to Me. Listen, that you may live; And I will make an
everlasting covenant with you, According to the faithful mercies shown to David. Behold,
I have made him a witness to the peoples, A leader and commander for the peoples.
Behold, you will call a nation you do not know, And a nation which knows you not will
run to you, Because of the Lord your God, even the Holy One of Israel; For He has
glorified you.”
Seek the Lord while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is near. Let the wicked
forsake his way And the unrighteous man his thoughts; And let him return to the Lord,
And He will have compassion on him, And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon.
“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” declares the
Lord. “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your
ways And My thoughts than your thoughts.” “For as the rain and the snow come down
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from heaven, And do not return there without watering the earth And making it bear and
sprout, And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; So will My word be
which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing
what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.
“For you will go out with joy And be led forth with peace; The mountains and the hills will
break forth into shouts of joy before you, And all the trees of the field will clap their
hands. “Instead of the thorn bush the cypress will come up, And instead of the nettle the
myrtle will come up, And it will be a memorial to the Lord, For an everlasting sign which
will not be cut off.

Reader 2:
We have lit the first two candles, one for hope and one for peace. Now we have lit the
third candle, the candle of Chara or Joy. Joy is often mistaken for happiness or glee, but
to the Hebrew, Joy was not just a good mood or a happy moment, but Joy is more of an
attitude that a person adopts that allows him/her to endure all different kinds of suffering
and yet still to rejoice and find joy. We see this in the Israelites who often spoke of
rejoicing in the Lord even though they were under oppressive rule and regime. Paul
talked about being full of sorrow and yet rejoicing. Corrie Ten Boom, a holocaust
survivor, said it this way, “You can never learn that Christ is all you need, until Christ is
all you have."
Joy is not merely being happy but understanding that our suffering, although painful and
difficult will ultimately be proven to have been of great value to the Kingdom of God and
that God has never forgotten or forsaken us. It is easy, then, to understand why the
angels proclaimed that the birth of Christ was good news that brought great joy to all
people. Finally the answer to our greatest suffering, our sinful nature, had arrived as
had been so greatly promised and anticipated.
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He, Emmanuel, God with us, would fulfill all of God’s promises (Hope) and restore us
back to a state of union with God (Peace) that would bring us into great rejoicing (Joy)
for all that God was and is and is to come. Since we have victory in Christ, we have so
much to celebrate even when times are tough for us, we, like Paul and the Israelites,
can continue to rejoice even in times of great suffering.

Reader 3:
II Corinthians 6:3-13 - We put no stumbling block in anyone’s path, so that our
ministry will not be discredited. Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in
every way: in great endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; in beatings,
imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger; in purity,
understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; in truthful
speech and in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right hand and
in the left; through glory and dishonor, bad report and good report; genuine, yet
regarded as impostors; known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on;
beaten, and yet not killed; 1sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich;
having nothing, and yet possessing everything.
We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians, and opened wide our hearts to you. We are
not withholding our affection from you, but you are withholding yours from us. As a fair
exchange—I speak as to my children—open wide your hearts also.
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Hebrews 12:1-3 - Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding
us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us,
and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus,
the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. For
consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will
not grow weary and lose heart.
Song: Joy. Joy.
As performed by David Phelps
Lyrics:
Like a drama unfolding, the curtain was opening
An audience of angels was holding its breath
A census, a manger, two travel worn strangers
The stage was finally set
Angels folded their wings at the throne, worshipping
As God whispered, "I love you, my Son."
Jesus took off His crown and laying it down
Said, "Father, Thy will be done."
The time had now come for God's only Son
To be born as a light in a dark, lonely place
So He stepped from Heaven's hall to Bethlehem's stall
Where a star lit His newborn face.
Then God called to Gabriel with gladness and tears
"Play the trumpet, the horns, and the strings
Tell the shepherds, and the wise men and all who will hear
Command all the angels to sing
Fill the sky with your voices and sing!"
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Joy, joy to the world
Praise to the King
Oh, let it ring
Joy, joy to the world
Worship and sing
Jesus has come to bring,

Reader 4/Candlelighter (Read as a prayer):
Psalm 16: (Let us pray) Preserve me, O God, for I take refuge in You. I said to the Lord,
“You are my Lord; I have no good besides You.” As for the saints who are in the earth,
they are the majestic ones in whom is all my delight.The sorrows of those who have
bartered for another god will be multiplied; I shall not pour out their drink offerings of
blood, Nor will I take their names upon my lips.The Lord is the portion of my inheritance
and my cup; You support my lot. The lines have fallen to me in pleasant places; Indeed,
my heritage is beautiful to me.
I will bless the Lord who has counseled me; Indeed, my mind instructs me in the night. I
have set the Lord continually before me; Because He is at my right hand, I will not be
shaken. Therefore my heart is glad and my glory rejoices; My flesh also will dwell
securely. For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; Nor will You allow Your Holy One
to undergo decay. You will make known to me the path of life; In Your presence is
fullness of joy; In Your right hand there are pleasures forever. Amen
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40 Days of Advent Readings
Fourth Advent Sunday: December 19, 2021
Candlelighter:
Today we light the first, second, third, and fourth candles of the Advent wreath. Each
candle has a meaning. The first candle is HOPE, the second candle is PEACE, the third
candle is JOY, and the fourth candle is LOVE.

Reader 11:
Isaiah 63:7-14: I shall make mention of the loving kindnesses of the Lord, the praises of
the Lord, According to all that the Lord has granted us, And the great goodness toward
the house of Israel, Which He has granted them according to His compassion And
according to the abundance of His loving kindnesses. For He said, “Surely, they are My
people, Sons who will not deal falsely.” So He became their Savior. In all their affliction
He was afflicted, And the angel of His presence saved them; In His love and in His
mercy He redeemed them, And He lifted them and carried them all the days of old.
But they rebelled, And grieved His Holy Spirit; Therefore He turned Himself to become
their enemy, He fought against them. Then His people remembered the days of old, of
Moses. Where is He who brought them up out of the sea with the shepherds of His
flock? Where is He who put His Holy Spirit in the midst of them, Who caused His
glorious arm to go at the right hand of Moses, Who divided the waters before them to
make for Himself an everlasting name, Who led them through the depths? Like the
horse in the wilderness, they did not stumble; As the cattle which go down into the
valley, The Spirit of the Lord gave them rest. So You led Your people,To make for
Yourself a glorious name.
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Reader 2:
We have lit three candles—for hope, for peace, and for joy. Today we light the fourth
candle—the candle of love. With this flame we signify the love of God that surrounds
and fills us at all times, but that we recognize in a special way in the Christmas story.
There is no greater power than love. It is stronger than rulers and empires, stronger
than grief or despair, stronger even than death.
However, love is a sloppy word in our language and so looking at love is important
when considering Advent. In our language love can mean many things, we can love our
spouse and we can love music but those ideas of love are not the same. For much of
our culture, love is defined as something that happens to us or we “fall into” in some
way. We “fall into love” when we meet our soul mate, but we also “fall into love” when
we are born into a family and have parents and brothers and sisters. For much of how
we define it, love can seemingly be something that is a kind of random thing that
happens to us in a myriad of unpredictable ways.
But the love of God or Agape in the Greek is different. Agape is love that is defined best
by looking at the words of Christ Himself. Jesus told us to do unto others as we would
have them do unto us, and to love our enemies as ourselves. Jesus also was clear that
the two greatest commandments in all of scripture was to love God and to love our
neighbor which is defined as all of those who are around us. So Jesus defines love as a
choice; A choice to love God and a choice to others. Further, this love is ultimately
measured by the choice we make to purposefully love those we like the least or are
considered our enemies.
This is the perfect reflection of God’s love which is what Advent is all about. God in all of
His sovereignty, might, perfection and glory made a conscious and unmitigated choice
to love us and to send Jesus to be the way that he could restore a relationship with us,
all because of love. There was no other reason that God would do this, there was
nothing in it for HIm at all, there was only Agape. So the love that we have for each
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other is really a choice and to choose to love everyday is a part of what makes us reflect
God and His image in our lives.
It is not that those who do not believe in God can not genuinely love each other, but the
truth of Agape can never be truly understood between us until we deeply understand
what John said, “We love Him because He first loved us and gave Himself for us.” We
can choose to agape each other, even our enemies, because God agapes us and first
agaped us.

Reader 3:
I John 4:7-21 - Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone
who loves is born of God and knows God. The one who does not love does not know
God, for God is love. By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent
His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him. In this is love,
not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for
our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His
love is perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He
has given us of His Spirit. We have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son to
be the Savior of the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God
abides in him, and he in God. We have come to know and have believed the love which
God has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God
abides in him. By this, love is perfected with us, so that we may have confidence in the
day of judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this world.
There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear ]involves
punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love. We love, because He first
loved us. If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one
who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not
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seen. And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should
love his brother also.

Song: The Love of God
As performed by Mercy Me
Lyrics:
The love of God is greater far
Than tongue or pen can ever tell
It goes beyond the highest star
And reaches to the lowest hell
The guilty pair, bowed down with care
God gave His Son to win
His erring child He reconciled
And pardoned from his sin
Could we with ink the ocean fill
And were the skies of parchment made
Were every stalk on earth a quill
And every man a scribe by trade
To write the love of God above
Would drain the ocean dry
Nor could the scroll contain the whole
Though stretched from sky to sky
Hallelujah
Hallelujah
Hallelujah
O love of God, how rich and pure!
How measureless and strong!
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It shall forevermore endure
The saints' and angels' song

Reader 4/Candlelighter (Read as a prayer)
Psalm 40: 4-11 - (Let us pray) How blessed is the man who has made the Lord his
trust, And has not turned to the proud, nor to those who lapse into falsehood. Many, O
Lord my God, are the wonders which You have done, And Your thoughts toward us;
There is none to compare with You. If I would declare and speak of them, They would
be too numerous to count. Sacrifice and meal offering You have not desired; My ears
You have opened; Burnt offering and sin offering You have not required.
Then I said, “Behold, I come; In the scroll of the book it is written of me. I delight to do
Your will, O my God; Your Law is within my heart.” I have proclaimed glad tidings of
righteousness in the great congregation; Behold, I will not restrain my lips, O Lord, You
know. I have not hidden Your righteousness within my heart; I have spoken of Your
faithfulness and Your salvation; I have not concealed Your lovingkindness and Your
truth from the great congregation. You, O Lord, will not withhold Your compassion from
me; Your lovingkindness and Your truth will continually preserve me. Amen
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40 Days of Advent Readings
Advent-Christmas Eve: December 24, 2021
Candlelighter:
Advent has been celebrated for more than fifteen hundred years dating back to as far as
570 AD. In contemporary culture, the observance of Advent means the anticipation of
the coming of Christmas Day and all of its celebrations. But unfortunately once
Christmas Day is over, then life returns back to normal and there can be a sense of
disappointment since the season passes so quickly.
For the historical Christian, Advent is more than just the anticipation of the arrival of
Christmas Day, it is the observation and reflection on the anticipation of the coming of
Christ who will bring great news and great joy to all people and His arrival will mark an
important step towards the restoration of God with us. We are not just celebrating a day,
we are celebrating Emmanuel, God with us and by him we have hope, peace, joy, love
and eternal life.
Today we light all the candles of the Advent wreath. Each candle has a meaning. The
first candle is HOPE, the second candle is PEACE, the third candle is JOY, and the
fourth candle is LOVE. The center (fifth) candle is the Christ candle.

Reader 11:
Isaiah 9:1-7: But there will be no more gloom for her who was in anguish; in earlier
times He treated the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali with contempt, but later
on He shall make it glorious, by the way of the sea, on the other side of Jordan, Galilee
of the Gentiles. The people who walk in darkness Will see a great light; Those who live
in a dark land, The light will shine on them. You shall multiply the nation, You shall
increase their gladness; They will be glad in Your presence As with the gladness of
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harvest, As men rejoice when they divide the spoil. For You shall break the yoke of their
burden and the staff on their shoulders, The rod of their oppressor, as at the battle of
Midian. For every boot of the booted warrior in the battle tumult, And cloak rolled in
blood, will be for burning, fuel for the fire. For a child will be born to us, a son will be
given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. There will be no
end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of David and over his
kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on
and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will accomplish this.

Reader 2:
We have now lit all of the candles. It seems a simple thing, lighting candles, a quiet
thing that provides something bright in the midst of any darkness. But merely lighting a
candle doesn’t seem to make that much difference. It doesn’t change the power of the
night to bring doubt and fear and separation. It doesn’t make the world a better place,
by lighting a candle does it? Well if we aae simply lighting candles as a token of
remembrance, then no, but that is not why we light these candles; Through the
anticipated birth of Christ, we have seen a greater light and we believe that His light
does make a difference in the world around us.
We light these candles because we want to be people of that Holy Light; a people who
know a God who loved the world so much that He chose to be born in a manger in the
midst of the darkness. We light these candles as a sign of the light of the world that
stands for an actual Hope that can be applied to now and forever, God’s rule and reign
will forever be sure. We light a candle for a Peace that passes all understanding. We
light a candle for Joy that can be found even in the depths of sorrow. We light a candle
of love to remind us that God's love is complete for us and that it was and is a choice
for Him to love us that he faithfully and purposefully chooses every moment of our
existence. And from the abundance of this love we can love others, even those whom
we consider enemies. It is now our choice to love since we have been chosen to love.
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And finally we light the center light as a reminder of Christ’s continuing presence among
us, no matter how dark it may seem. As Isiaah wrote, “... and the government will rest
on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. There will be no end to the increase of His government
or of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold
it with justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of
hosts will accomplish this.” Christ is the light of the world, King of King and Lord of
Lords. He is greater than any darkness that the world can try to oppress us with, no
amount of darkness can put out the light of Christ nor stamp out HIs redemption. He
redeems and restores everything and everyone. He is Emmanuel, God with us. That is
the real story of Christmas.

Song: Great is Thy Faithfullness
As Performed by Jordan Smith
Lyrics
Great is Thy Faithfulness, O God my Father
There is no shadow of turning with Thee
Thou changes not, Thy compassions, they fail not
As Thou hast been, Thou forever will be
Great is Thy faithfulness
Great is Thy faithfulness
Morning by morning new mercies I see
And all I have needed Thy hand hath provided
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth
And Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow
Blessings all amine, with ten thousand beside
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Great is Thy Faithfulness
Great is Thy Faithfulness
Morning by morning new mercies I see
And all I have needed Thy hand hath provided
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me
And all I have needed Thy hand hath provided
Great is Thy faithfulness
Great is Thy faithfulness
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me

Reader 3:
Now in those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that a census be taken of
all the inhabited earth. This was the first census taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. And everyone was on his way to register for the census, each to his own city.
Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of
David which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David, in
order to register along with Mary, who was engaged to him, and was with child. While
they were there, the days were completed for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her
firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there
was no room for them in the inn. In the same region there were some shepherds staying
out in the fields and keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord
suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they
were terribly frightened.
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great
joy which will be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born for
you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a baby
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there appeared with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the
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highest,And on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased.” When the angels
had gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds began saying to one another,
“Let us go straight to Bethlehem then, and see this thing that has happened which the
Lord has made known to us.” So they came in a hurry and found their way to Mary and
Joseph, and the baby as He lay in the manger. When they had seen this, they made
known the statement which had been told them about this Child. And all who heard it
wondered at the things which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary treasured all
these things, pondering them in her heart. The shepherds went back, glorifying and
praising God for all that they had heard and seen, just as had been told them.

Reader 4/Candlelighter (Read as a prayer):
Psalm 27 - (Let us pray) The Lord is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear? The
Lord is the defense of my life; Whom shall I dread? When evildoers came upon me to
devour my flesh, My adversaries and my enemies, they stumbled and fell. Though a
host encamp against me, My heart will not fear; Though war arise against me, In spite
of this I shall be confident. One thing I have asked from the Lord, that I shall seek: That I
may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, To behold the beauty of the
Lord And to meditate in His temple. For in the day of trouble He will conceal me in His
tabernacle; In the secret place of His tent He will hide me; He will lift me up on a rock.
And now my head will be lifted up above my enemies around me, And I will offer in His
tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing, yes, I will sing praises to the Lord. Hear, O
Lord, when I cry with my voice, And be gracious to me and answer me. When You said,
“Seek My face,” my heart said to You, “Your face, O Lord, I shall seek.” Do not hide
Your face from me, Do not turn Your servant away in anger; You have been my help;
Do not abandon me nor forsake me, O God of my salvation! For my father and my
mother have forsaken me, But the Lord will take me up. Teach me Your way, O Lord,
And lead me in a level path Because of my foes. Do not deliver me over to the desire of
my adversaries, For false witnesses have risen against me, And such as breathe out
violence. II would have despaired unless I had believed that I would see the goodness
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of the Lord In the land of the living. Wait for the Lord; Be strong and let your heart take
courage; Yes, wait for the Lord. Amen
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40 Days of Advent Readings
Christmas Day: December 25, 2021

‘Twas the Birthday of Jesus
A poem based on a classic children’s rhyme
‘Twas the birthday of Jesus and all through the skies,
The angels were singing with shepherds nearby.
They said, “Do not fear, we bring news of great joy,
In Bethlehem, God is born as a boy.”
So the shepherds all rallied and ran with great haste,
They must see this God-baby, not a moment to waste.
They arrived at the stable and the baby did lay,
In a manger, wrapped up, and laying in hay.
They fell on their knees, their hearts were just rent,
It’s Emmanuel, the King, whom God finally sent.
The prophets had spoken and this baby foretold,
But there He was, living, only a few hours old.
And the angels kept singing, their joyous songs raised,
King of Kings, Lord of Lords, the Messiah, be praised!
And the shepherds they worshipped this King of the Jews,
And they went all around to tell others the news.
Meanwhile in the distance, wise men from quite far
Saw the sign, could it be? Is that the prophesied star?
The star that would rise to point to a King?
They couldn’t believe that they saw such a thing!
They immediately mounted their camels and rode
To a far away place, to the new kings abode.
They brought with them gifts of value unknown,
To lay a the feet of this promised King’s throne.
And when they arrived, they worshipped him too,

For this King was quite different, His rule would be new.
For the wise men, they knew that this baby’s birth,
Was significant beyond earthly value or worth.
For this baby, though born in a stable with hay
Was Absolute Truth and God’s only way
To reconcile man back through forgiveness of sin
And restore the image of God from within.
This story has been told in so many ways,
And in so many songs, and in so many plays.
But the story is more than a story of birth,
It's a story of man and his coming rebirth.
The birth of a baby was the start of a call,
For man to come home, to rise up from the fall.
That kept him from being what God had designed,
To forgive all his sins and to renew his changed mind.
To redefine hope, and peace, joy and love
As holy, eternal,from the great throne above.
But from the time of His arrival, one cannot deny,
That this baby was sent to be born and to die.
His birth brought on songs, and praises, acclaim,
His death would be shrouded in bloodshed and shame.
But His death would not just be the end of great strife,
Praise God! He rose! Giving everlasting life.
So today as we celebrate with family and friends,
And the presents, and food and the fun the day lends.
Let us pause and remember that the first Christmas gift,
Was a Savior, sent to right a great rift.
So proclaim the angels and with all of your might,
Praise God, Merry Christmas, what a holy good night!
____________________
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