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40 Days of Advent Readings 
Christmas Day: December 25, 2021 

 
 

‘Twas the Birthday of Jesus 
A poem based on a classic children’s rhyme 

 
 
‘Twas the birthday of Jesus and all through the skies, 
The angels were singing with shepherds nearby. 
They said, “Do not fear, we bring news of great joy, 
In Bethlehem, God is born as a boy.” 
 
So the shepherds all rallied and ran with great haste,  
They must see this God-baby, not a moment to waste. 
They arrived at the stable and the baby did lay, 
In a manger, wrapped up, and laying in hay. 
 
They fell on their knees, their hearts were just rent, 
It’s Emmanuel, the King, whom God finally sent. 
The prophets had spoken and this baby foretold, 
But there He was, living, only a few hours old. 
 
And the angels kept singing, their joyous songs raised, 
King of Kings, Lord of Lords, the Messiah, be praised! 
And the shepherds they worshipped this King of the Jews, 
And they went all around to tell others the news. 
 
Meanwhile in the distance, wise men from quite far 
Saw the sign, could it be? Is that the prophesied star? 
The star that would rise to point to a King? 
They couldn’t believe that they saw such a thing! 
 
They immediately mounted their camels and rode 
To a far away place, to the new kings abode. 
They brought with them gifts of value unknown, 
To lay a the feet of this promised King’s throne.  
 
And when they arrived, they worshipped him too, 



 

For this King was quite different, His rule would be new. 
For the wise men, they knew that this baby’s birth, 
Was significant beyond earthly value or worth. 
 
For this baby, though born in a stable with hay 
Was Absolute Truth and God’s only way 
To reconcile man back through forgiveness of sin 
And restore the image of God from within. 
 
This story has been told in so many ways,  
And in so many songs, and in so many plays. 
But the story is more than a story of birth, 
It's a story of man and his coming rebirth. 
 
The birth of a baby was the start of a call, 
For man to come home, to rise up from the fall. 
That kept him from being what God had designed, 
To forgive all his sins and to renew his changed mind. 
 
To redefine hope, and peace, joy and love 
As holy, eternal,from the great throne above. 
But from the time of His arrival, one cannot deny, 
That this baby was sent to be born and to die. 
 
His birth brought on songs, and praises, acclaim, 
His death would be shrouded in bloodshed and shame. 
But His death would not just be the end of great strife, 
Praise God! He rose! Giving everlasting life. 
 
So today as we celebrate with family and friends, 
And the presents, and food and the fun the day lends. 
Let us pause and remember that the first Christmas gift, 
Was a Savior, sent to right a great rift. 
 
So proclaim the angels and with all of your might, 
Praise God, Merry Christmas, what a holy good night!  
 
____________________ 
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