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40 Days of Advent Readings 
Advent-Christmas Eve: December 24, 2021 
Candlelighter: 
Advent has been celebrated for more than fifteen hundred years dating back to as far as 

570 AD. In contemporary culture, the observance of Advent means the anticipation of 

the coming of Christmas Day and all of its celebrations. But unfortunately once 

Christmas Day is over, then life returns back to normal and there can be a sense of 

disappointment since the season passes so quickly.  

 

For the historical Christian, Advent is more than just the anticipation of the arrival of 

Christmas Day,  it is the observation and reflection on the anticipation of the coming of 

Christ who will bring great news and great joy to all people and His arrival will mark an 

important step towards the restoration of God with us. We are not just celebrating a day, 

we are celebrating Emmanuel, God with us and by him we have hope, peace, joy, love 

and eternal life.  

 

Today we light all the candles of the Advent wreath. Each candle has a meaning. The 

first candle is HOPE, the second candle is PEACE, the third candle is JOY, and the 

fourth candle is LOVE. The center (fifth) candle is the Christ candle. 

 

Reader 11: 
Isaiah 9:1-7: But there will be no more gloom for her who was in anguish; in earlier 

times He treated the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali with contempt, but later 

on He shall make it glorious, by the way of the sea, on the other side of Jordan, Galilee 

of the Gentiles. The people who walk in darkness Will see a great light; Those who live 

in a dark land, The light will shine on them. You shall multiply the nation, You shall 

increase their gladness; They will be glad in Your presence As with the gladness of 

 
1 All scriptures are taken from the New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
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harvest, As men rejoice when they divide the spoil. For You shall break the yoke of their 

burden and the staff on their shoulders, The rod of their oppressor, as at the battle of 

Midian. For every boot of the booted warrior in the battle tumult, And cloak rolled in 

blood, will be for burning, fuel for the fire. For a child will be born to us, a son will be 

given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. There will be no 

end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of David and over his 

kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on 

and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will accomplish this. 

 

Reader 2:  
We have now lit all of the candles. It seems a simple thing, lighting candles, a quiet 

thing that provides something bright in the midst of any darkness. But merely lighting a 

candle doesn’t seem to make that much difference. It doesn’t change the power of the 

night to bring doubt and fear and separation. It doesn’t make the world a better place, 

by lighting a candle does it? Well if we aae simply lighting candles as a token of 

remembrance, then no, but that is not why we light these candles; Through the 

anticipated birth of Christ, we have seen a greater light and we believe that His light 

does make a difference in the world around us.  

 

We light these candles because we want to be people of that Holy Light; a people who 

know a God who loved the world so much that He chose to be born in a manger in the 

midst of the darkness. We light these candles as a sign of the light of the world that 

stands for an actual Hope that can be applied to now and forever, God’s rule and reign 

will forever be sure. We light a candle for a Peace that passes all understanding. We 

light a candle for Joy that can be found even in the depths of sorrow. We light a candle 

of love to remind us that God's love is complete for us and that it was and is a choice 

for Him to love us that he faithfully and purposefully chooses every moment of our 

existence. And from the abundance of this love we can love others, even those whom 

we consider enemies. It is now our choice to love since we have been chosen to love.  
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And finally we light the center light as a reminder of Christ’s continuing presence among 

us, no matter how dark it may seem. As Isiaah wrote, “... and the government will rest 

on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. There will be no end to the increase of His government 

or of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold 

it with justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of 

hosts will accomplish this.” Christ is the light of the world, King of King and Lord of 

Lords. He is greater than any darkness that the world can try to oppress us with, no 

amount of darkness can put out the light of Christ nor stamp out HIs redemption. He 

redeems and restores everything and everyone. He is Emmanuel, God with us. That is 

the real story of Christmas.  

  

 

Song: Great is Thy Faithfullness 
As Performed by Jordan Smith 
 
Lyrics 

Great is Thy Faithfulness, O God my Father 

There is no shadow of turning with Thee 

Thou changes not, Thy compassions, they fail not 

As Thou hast been, Thou forever will be 

 

Great is Thy faithfulness 

Great is Thy faithfulness 

Morning by morning new mercies I see 

And all I have needed Thy hand hath provided 

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me 

 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth 

And Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow 

Blessings all amine, with ten thousand beside 
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Great is Thy Faithfulness 

Great is Thy Faithfulness 

Morning by morning new mercies I see 

And all I have needed Thy hand hath provided 

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me 

And all I have needed Thy hand hath provided 

 

Great is Thy faithfulness 

Great is Thy faithfulness 

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me 

 

 

Reader 3: 
Now in those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that a census be taken of 

all the inhabited earth. This was the first census taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. And everyone was on his way to register for the census, each to his own city. 

Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of 

David which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David, in 

order to register along with Mary, who was engaged to him, and was with child. While 

they were there, the days were completed for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there 

was no room for them in the inn. In the same region there were some shepherds staying 

out in the fields and keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord 

suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they 

were terribly frightened.  

 

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great 

joy which will be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born for 

you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 

wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there appeared with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the 
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highest,And on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased.” When the angels 

had gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds began saying to one another, 

“Let us go straight to Bethlehem then, and see this thing that has happened which the 

Lord has made known to us.” So they came in a hurry and found their way to Mary and 

Joseph, and the baby as He lay in the manger. When they had seen this, they made 

known the statement which had been told them about this Child. And all who heard it 

wondered at the things which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary treasured all 

these things, pondering them in her heart. The shepherds went back, glorifying and 

praising God for all that they had heard and seen, just as had been told them. 

 

Reader 4/Candlelighter (Read as a prayer): 
Psalm 27 - (Let us pray) The Lord is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear? The 

Lord is the defense of my life; Whom shall I dread? When evildoers came upon me to 

devour my flesh, My adversaries and my enemies, they stumbled and fell. Though a 

host encamp against me, My heart will not fear; Though war arise against me, In spite 

of this I shall be confident. One thing I have asked from the Lord, that I shall seek: That I 

may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, To behold the beauty of the 

Lord And to meditate in His temple. For in the day of trouble He will conceal me in His 

tabernacle; In the secret place of His tent He will hide me; He will lift me up on a rock.  

 

And now my head will be lifted up above my enemies around me, And I will offer in His 

tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing, yes, I will sing praises to the Lord. Hear, O 

Lord, when I cry with my voice, And be gracious to me and answer me. When You said, 

“Seek My face,” my heart said to You, “Your face, O Lord, I shall seek.” Do not hide 

Your face from me, Do not turn Your servant away in anger; You have been my help; 

Do not abandon me nor forsake me, O God of my salvation! For my father and my 

mother have forsaken me, But the Lord will take me up. Teach me Your way, O Lord, 

And lead me in a level path Because of my foes. Do not deliver me over to the desire of 

my adversaries, For false witnesses have risen against me, And such as breathe out 

violence. II would have despaired unless I had believed that I would see the goodness 
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of the Lord In the land of the living. Wait for the Lord; Be strong and let your heart take 

courage; Yes, wait for the Lord. Amen 
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