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40 Days of Advent Readings 
Fourth Advent Sunday: December 19, 2021 
 

Candlelighter: 
Today we light the first, second, third, and fourth candles of the Advent wreath. Each 

candle has a meaning. The first candle is HOPE, the second candle is PEACE, the third 

candle is JOY, and the fourth candle is LOVE. 

 

Reader 11: 
Isaiah 63:7-14: I shall make mention of the loving kindnesses of the Lord, the praises of 

the Lord, According to all that the Lord has granted us, And the great goodness toward 

the house of Israel, Which He has granted them according to His compassion And 

according to the abundance of His loving kindnesses. For He said, “Surely, they are My 

people, Sons who will not deal falsely.” So He became their Savior. In all their affliction 

He was afflicted, And the angel of His presence saved them; In His love and in His 

mercy He redeemed them, And He lifted them and carried them all the days of old. 

 

But they rebelled, And grieved His Holy Spirit; Therefore He turned Himself to become 

their enemy, He fought against them. Then His people remembered the days of old, of 

Moses. Where is He who brought them up out of the sea with the shepherds of His 

flock? Where is He who put His Holy Spirit in the midst of them, Who caused His 

glorious arm to go at the right hand of Moses, Who divided the waters before them to 

make for Himself an everlasting name, Who led them through the depths? Like the 

horse in the wilderness, they did not stumble; As the cattle which go down into the 

valley, The Spirit of the Lord gave them rest. So You led Your people,To make for 

Yourself a glorious name. 

 

 
1 All scriptures are taken from the New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
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Reader 2: 
We have lit three candles—for hope, for peace, and for joy. Today we light the fourth 

candle—the candle of love. With this flame we signify the love of God that surrounds 

and fills us at all times, but that we recognize in a special way in the Christmas story. 

There is no greater power than love. It is stronger than rulers and empires, stronger 

than grief or despair, stronger even than death.  

 

However, love is a sloppy word in our language and so looking at love is important 

when considering Advent. In our language love can mean many things, we can love our 

spouse and we can love music but those ideas of love are not the same. For much of 

our culture, love is defined as something that happens to us or we “fall into” in some 

way. We “fall into love” when we meet our soul mate, but we also “fall into love” when 

we are born into a family and have parents and brothers and sisters. For much of how 

we define it, love can seemingly be something that is a kind of random thing that 

happens to us in a myriad of unpredictable ways.  

 

But the love of God or Agape in the Greek is different. Agape is love that is defined best 

by looking at the words of Christ Himself. Jesus told us to do unto others as we would 

have them do unto us, and to love our enemies as ourselves. Jesus also was clear that 

the two greatest commandments in all of scripture was to love God and to love our 

neighbor which is defined as all of those who are around us. So Jesus defines love as a 

choice; A choice to love God and a choice to others. Further, this love is ultimately 

measured by the choice we make to purposefully love those we like the least or are 

considered our enemies.  

 

This is the perfect reflection of God’s love which is what Advent is all about. God in all of 

His sovereignty, might, perfection and glory made a conscious and unmitigated choice 

to love us and to send Jesus to be the way that he could restore a relationship with us, 

all because of love. There was no other reason that God would do this, there was 

nothing in it for HIm at all, there was only Agape. So the love that we have for each 
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other is really a choice and to choose to love everyday is a part of what makes us reflect 

God and His image in our lives.  

 

It is not that those who do not believe in God can not genuinely love each other, but the 

truth of Agape can never be truly understood between us until we deeply understand 

what John said, “We love Him because He first loved us and gave Himself for us.” We 

can choose to agape each other, even our enemies, because God agapes us and first 

agaped us.  

 

Reader 3: 
I John 4:7-21 - Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone 

who loves is born of God and knows God. The one who does not love does not know 

God, for God is love. By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent 

His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him. In this is love, 

not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for 

our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.   

 

No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His 

love is perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He 

has given us of His Spirit. We have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son to 

be the Savior of the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God 

abides in him, and he in God. We have come to know and have believed the love which 

God has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God 

abides in him. By this, love is perfected with us, so that we may have confidence in the 

day of judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this world.  

 

There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear ]involves 

punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love. We love, because He first 

loved us. If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one 

who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not 
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seen. And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should 

love his brother also. 

 

Song: The Love of God 
As performed by Mercy Me 
 

Lyrics: 

The love of God is greater far 

Than tongue or pen can ever tell 

It goes beyond the highest star 

And reaches to the lowest hell 

The guilty pair, bowed down with care 

God gave His Son to win 

His erring child He reconciled 

And pardoned from his sin 

 

Could we with ink the ocean fill 

And were the skies of parchment made 

Were every stalk on earth a quill 

And every man a scribe by trade 

To write the love of God above 

Would drain the ocean dry 

Nor could the scroll contain the whole 

Though stretched from sky to sky 

 

Hallelujah 

Hallelujah 

Hallelujah 

 

O love of God, how rich and pure! 

How measureless and strong! 
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It shall forevermore endure 

The saints' and angels' song 
 

 

Reader 4/Candlelighter (Read as a prayer) 
Psalm 40: 4-11 - (Let us pray) How blessed is the man who has made the Lord his 

trust, And has not turned to the proud, nor to those who lapse into falsehood. Many, O 

Lord my God, are the wonders which You have done, And Your thoughts toward us; 

There is none to compare with You. If I would declare and speak of them, They would 

be too numerous to count. Sacrifice and meal offering You have not desired; My ears 

You have opened; Burnt offering and sin offering You have not required.  

 

Then I said, “Behold, I come; In the scroll of the book it is written of me. I delight to do 

Your will, O my God; Your Law is within my heart.” I have proclaimed glad tidings of 

righteousness in the great congregation; Behold, I will not restrain my lips, O Lord, You 

know. I have not hidden Your righteousness within my heart; I have spoken of Your 

faithfulness and Your salvation; I have not concealed Your lovingkindness and Your 

truth from the great congregation. You, O Lord, will not withhold Your compassion from 

me; Your lovingkindness and Your truth will continually preserve me. Amen 
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