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40 Days of Advent Readings 
Third Advent Sunday: December 12, 2021 
 

Candlelighter: 
Today we light the first, second, and third candles of the Advent wreath. Each candle 

has a meaning. The first candle is HOPE, the second candle is PEACE, and the third 

candle is JOY. 

 

Reader 11: 
Isaiah 55:1-13 - Ho! Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; And you who have no 

money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk Without money and without cost. 

“Why do you spend money for what is not bread? And your wages for what does not 

satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, And delight yourself in abundance. 

“Incline your ear and come to Me. Listen, that you may live; And I will make an 

everlasting covenant with you, According to the faithful mercies shown to David. Behold, 

I have made him a witness to the peoples, A leader and commander for the peoples. 

Behold, you will call a nation you do not know, And a nation which knows you not will 

run to you, Because of the Lord your God, even the Holy One of Israel; For He has 

glorified you.”  

 

Seek the Lord while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is near. Let the wicked 

forsake his way And the unrighteous man his thoughts; And let him return to the Lord, 

And He will have compassion on him, And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon. 

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” declares the 

Lord. “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your 

ways And My thoughts than your thoughts.” “For as the rain and the snow come down 

 
1 All scriptures are taken from the New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
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from heaven, And do not return there without watering the earth And making it bear and 

sprout, And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater;  So will My word be 

which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing 

what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.   

 

“For you will go out with joy And be led forth with peace; The mountains and the hills will 

break forth into shouts of joy before you, And all the trees of the field will clap their 

hands. “Instead of the thorn bush the cypress will come up, And instead of the nettle the 

myrtle will come up, And it will be a memorial to the Lord, For an everlasting sign which 

will not be cut off. 

 

Reader 2:  
We have lit the first two candles, one for hope and one for peace. Now we have lit the 

third candle, the candle of Chara or Joy. Joy is often mistaken for happiness or glee, but 

to the Hebrew, Joy was not just a good mood or a happy moment, but Joy is more of an 

attitude that a person adopts that allows him/her to endure all different kinds of suffering 

and yet still to rejoice and find joy. We see this in the Israelites who often spoke of 

rejoicing in the Lord even though they were under oppressive rule and regime. Paul 

talked about being full of sorrow and yet rejoicing. Corrie Ten Boom, a holocaust 

survivor, said it this way, “You can never learn that Christ is all you need, until Christ is 

all you have." 

 

Joy is not merely being happy but understanding that our suffering, although painful and 

difficult will ultimately be proven to have been of great value to the Kingdom of God and 

that God has never forgotten or forsaken us. It is easy, then, to understand why the 

angels proclaimed that the birth of Christ was good news that brought great joy to all 

people. Finally the answer to our greatest suffering, our sinful nature, had arrived as 

had been so greatly promised and anticipated.  
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He, Emmanuel, God with us, would fulfill all of God’s promises (Hope) and restore us 

back to a state of union with God (Peace) that would bring us into great rejoicing (Joy) 

for all that God was and is and is to come. Since we have victory in Christ, we have so 

much to celebrate even when times are tough for us, we, like Paul and the Israelites,  

can continue to rejoice even in times of great suffering.  

 

 

Reader 3: 
II Corinthians 6:3-13 - We put no stumbling block in anyone’s path, so that our 
ministry will not be discredited. Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in 

every way: in great endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; in beatings, 
imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger; in purity, 

understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; in truthful 
speech and in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right hand and 

in the left; through glory and dishonor, bad report and good report; genuine, yet 
regarded as impostors; known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; 
beaten, and yet not killed; 1sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; 

having nothing, and yet possessing everything.  
 

We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians, and opened wide our hearts to you. We are 
not withholding our affection from you, but you are withholding yours from us. As a fair 

exchange—I speak as to my children—open wide your hearts also. 
 

  



 

Page | 4 

Hebrews 12:1-3 - Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding 

us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, 

and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, 

the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, 

despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. For 

consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will 

not grow weary and lose heart. 

 

Song: Joy. Joy.  

As performed by David Phelps 

 

Lyrics: 

Like a drama unfolding, the curtain was opening 

An audience of angels was holding its breath 

A census, a manger, two travel worn strangers 

The stage was finally set 

 

Angels folded their wings at the throne, worshipping 

As God whispered, "I love you, my Son." 

Jesus took off His crown and laying it down 

Said, "Father, Thy will be done." 

The time had now come for God's only Son 

To be born as a light in a dark, lonely place 

So He stepped from Heaven's hall to Bethlehem's stall 

Where a star lit His newborn face. 

 

Then God called to Gabriel with gladness and tears 

"Play the trumpet, the horns, and the strings 

Tell the shepherds, and the wise men and all who will hear 

Command all the angels to sing 

Fill the sky with your voices and sing!" 
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Joy, joy to the world 

Praise to the King 

Oh, let it ring 

 

Joy, joy to the world 

Worship and sing 

Jesus has come to bring, 

 

Reader 4/Candlelighter (Read as a prayer): 
Psalm 16: (Let us pray) Preserve me, O God, for I take refuge in You. I said to the Lord, 

“You are my Lord; I have no good besides You.” As for the saints who are in the earth, 

they are the majestic ones in whom is all my delight.The sorrows of those who have 

bartered for another god will be multiplied; I shall not pour out their drink offerings of 

blood, Nor will I take their names upon my lips.The Lord is the portion of my inheritance 

and my cup; You support my lot. The lines have fallen to me in pleasant places; Indeed, 

my heritage is beautiful to me. 

 

 I will bless the Lord who has counseled me; Indeed, my mind instructs me in the night. I 

have set the Lord continually before me; Because He is at my right hand, I will not be 

shaken. Therefore my heart is glad and my glory rejoices; My flesh also will dwell 

securely. For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; Nor will You allow Your Holy One 

to undergo decay. You will make known to me the path of life; In Your presence is 

fullness of joy; In Your right hand there are pleasures forever. Amen 
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