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40 Days of Advent Readings 
Second Advent Sunday: December 5, 2021 
 

Candlelighter: 
Today we light the first and second candles of the Advent wreath. Each candle has a 

meaning. The first candle is HOPE, the second candle is PEACE. 

 

Reader 11: 
Isaiah 11:1-10 - Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his 

roots will bear fruit. The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 

the Lord. And He will delight in the fear of the Lord, and He will not judge by what His 

eyes see, nor make a decision by what His ears hear;  

 

But with righteousness He will judge the poor, And decide with fairness for the afflicted 

of the earth; And He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath 

of His lips He will slay the wicked. Also righteousness will be the belt about His loins, 

and faithfulness the belt about His waist. And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, And the 

leopard will lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the young lion and the fatling 

together; And a little boy will lead them. Also the cow and the bear will graze, their 

young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox.  

 

The nursing child will play by the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child will put his 

hand on the viper’s den. They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the 

earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord. As the waters cover the sea. Then in that 

 
1 All scriptures are taken from the New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
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day, the nations will resort to the root of Jesse, Who will stand as a signal for the 

peoples; And His resting place will be glorious. 

 

Reader 2:  
Last Sunday we lit the first candle—the candle of hope. Today we light the second 

candle, the candle of PEACE. We light it knowing full well that peace is elusive, and in 

some parts of the world, it is almost completely absent. Yet in this season of Advent, we 

trust that God is never absent from us. God is always preparing something new. And 

even where there is war and discord, whether between countries, within families, or 

within our own hearts, God is present, gently leading us to new possibilities.  

 

He is our peace who has broken down every wall. We can have temporary peace 

knowing that He is in control of all things and we can have eternal peace knowing the 

the birth of Christ only occurs because of God’s love and plan of redemption for us. We 

must always remember that peace (or safety) is not in the absence of danger but peace 

is in the presence of God. 

 

Reader 3: 
Colossians 3:1-17: Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the 

things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on the 

things above, not on the things that are on earth. For you have died and your life is 

hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be 

revealed with Him in glory. Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as 

dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry. 

 

 For it is because of these things that the wrath of God will come upon the sons of 

disobedience, and in them you also once walked, when you were living in them. But 

now you also put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech 

from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil 

practices, and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge 
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according to the image of the One who created him— a renewal in which there is no 

distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, 

Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all. So, as those who have been 

chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, 

gentleness and patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever 

has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.  

 

Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. Let the peace of 

Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful. 

Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing 

one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in 

your hearts to God. Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father. 

 
Song: Peace 
As Performed by Michael McDonald 

 

Lyrics: 

I have come from so far away 

Down the road of my own mistakes 

In the hope you could hear me pray 

Oh lord, keep me in your reach 

 

How I've longed through these wasted years 

To outrun all the pain and fear 

Turned to stone from my uncried tears 

And now it's your grace I seek 

 

Love won't compromise 

It's a gift, it's a sacrifice 

My soul renewed, and my heart released 
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In you I'll find my peace 

 

Wondrous child of whom the angels sing 

Know my joy, feel my suffering 

Shining star make this love you bring 

So bright that I may believe 

 

That my way will not be lost 

From now on, 'til that river's crossed 

My soul renewed, and my spirit free 

In you I'll find my peace 

 

Reader 4/Candlelighter: (Read as a prayer) 
Psalm 4 - (Let us pray) Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness! You have 

relieved me in my distress; Be gracious to me and hear my prayer. O sons of men, how 

long will my honor become a reproach? How long will you love what is worthless and 

aim at deception? Selah. But know that the Lord has set apart the godly man for 

Himself; The Lord hears when I call to Him. Tremble, and do not sin; Meditate in your 

heart upon your bed, and be still. Selah. Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, And trust 

in the Lord. Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?” Lift up the light of Your 

countenance upon us, O Lord! You have put gladness in my heart, More than when 

their grain and new wine abound. In peace I will both lie down and sleep, For You alone, 

O Lord, make me to dwell in safety. Amen. 
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